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Mr Graham Lilley’s Art after school club will be returning in  
Term 2.  This club will be for children in Years 4, 5 and 6.  The club 
will run on Tuesdays on the following dates: 10th Nov, 17th Nov, 
24th Nov, 1st Dec between 3.15—4.15 pm at 
a cost of £9.00 per session (total £36.00) 

If your child would like to join the club 
please click on the link here to complete the 
expression of interest form before  
Friday 9th October.  

Music 

We are delighted to welcome Sarah Hume, our 

new music teacher, to Brabourne. Mrs Hume 

brings a wealth of experience teaching music in 

schools, and we look forward to the enthusiasm 

and expertise she will share with our children. 

Mrs Hume will be teaching class music lessons, supporting the 

music for our school productions and running our after-school 

music club for infants. She will also be joining us at our Harvest 

church service. We are very pleased to welcome her to our 

school community! 

Pupil leaders 

Our Year 6 pupils have been 

applying for leadership roles 

this week, and Miss  

Unsworth and I have been 

incredibly impressed by the 

quality of their applications 

for Head Boy, Head Girl and 

Sports Captain. They have 

certainly made our decisions 

difficult! We will announce the successful candidates 

shortly. 

Pupils have also voted for their House Captains, following 

some fantastic speeches. Well done to every Year 6 pupil 

who put themselves forward and spoke with such  

confidence and enthusiasm. Standing up in front of others 

takes courage, and you should all feel proud of yourselves. 

New families 

Well done to our Reception children, who have shown such wonderful confidence and enthusiasm as they settle into life at 
Brabourne. It has been a joy to see them embracing new experiences, building friendships and approaching each day with 
curiosity and excitement. 

A warm welcome to the new children and families who have joined our other year groups. We are delighted to have you as 
part of our school community and hope you are already feeling at home. 

For our new families, we would like to share the vision that underpins life at Brabourne: ‘Sow the Seeds, Nurture, Watch Them 
Grow.’  The Parable of the Mustard Seed under pins this and we believe every child holds enormous potential. Just as a tiny 
seed can grow into a flourishing tree, children can achieve wonderful things when given care, encouragement and  
opportunities to stretch themselves.  

Our Christian values of Respect, Responsibility, Courage and Hope guide our everyday choices and relationships. We help  
children put these values into action through caring for others, taking responsibility, persevering through difficulties and  
believing they can make a difference. You will also hear us encouraging children to ‘Step Up, Step Out, Speak Up’—to take  
responsibility, embrace new challenges and use their voices for good. We want every child to feel known, valued and  
supported as they grow into a confident, thoughtful and compassionate individual. 

Open Days 

Please help us spread the word about our open days for children starting school in September 2027. Tours are taking place 

now, giving prospective families the opportunity to see our school in action and discover what makes Brabourne special. If you 

know a family looking for a school place, please encourage them to contact the school office to arrange a visit. 

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=rMN2NuwhBUmR0RJ7yiDE4cXdQccoJG1Dp29PF8i-ydVUMks5SkRCNjBZSzZTQ1I4UVJBWk1STk40Vy4u


Friday 2nd October Flu Immunisation 

Sunday 4th October Ground Force Morning—see page 7 for further details 

Monday 5th October School Photographer visiting for individual photos 

Tuesday 6th October Parents Evening—No After School Wrap Around today 

Thursday 8th October Parents Evening– No After School Wrap Around today 

Friday 23rd October Harvest Festival Church Service              PTA Movie Night                    END OF TERM 1 

Sarah Prescott, photographer, will be visiting school on Monday 5th October to take individual  
photographs. If you would like a sibling photograph to include your pre-school child(ren), please come along 
to the school hall (entering via the outside hall door) at 8.00 am when Sarah will be taking these.  
Please ensure all children are wearing correct uniform with their school jumpers/cardigans. Thank you.  

Prayer of the week 
Dear God, 

Help us to notice when someone is sad, lonely or needs a friend. 

Teach us to listen, to share and to include others in our games. 

When someone is finding things difficult, help us to be patient and offer a helping hand. 

Show us how small acts of kindness can make a big difference. 

May we put compassion into action each day and share your love with those around us.  

Amen. 

Dates for your diary 

Harvest Festival   
Friday 23rd October 
We look forward to welcoming you all to Brabourne 
Church, on Friday, 23rd October, for our Harvest 
Festival. Early club will be run at the Church from 

8.15am, unfortunately, we cannot accept children before this time.  
The service will begin at 9.00am and run to approximately 10.00am.  
Children should be dropped off directly at the Church and once 
parents leave the children will return to school by minibus. Donations 
of food should be brought straight to the Church and will be donated 
to Bright City Church in Ashford, to support the homeless and  
vulnerable.  

Outdoor Learning 

We are delighted to welcome back Tom from Primary Sports Giants, our Forest School lead, for another year at Brabourne. 
Tom brings over sixteen years of experience in PE teaching and sports development, having worked across primary, secondary 
and special educational needs settings. 

This year, we are excited to be increasing the frequency of Forest School lessons for our classes, giving children more  
opportunities to explore, solve problems, work together and develop their confidence outdoors. 

We are also linking up with Led by the Wild for additional outdoor learning sessions near Bilsington. Their approach connects 
children with nature and conservation through practical experiences—a wonderful opportunity to deepen our pupils’  
understanding of the natural world and how to care for it. 

As part of our School Development Plan, classes will also be taking part in adventurous learning trips. These will provide  
further opportunities for children to embrace new challenges, develop independence and resilience, and put their teamwork 
skills into practice beyond the classroom. We look forward to sharing more details with families as arrangements are  
confirmed. 

Flu Immunisation reminder 
www.kentimmunisations.co.uk  
Our unique code: KT118663 
The deadline is 4pm on 29th September 2026  
Flu immunisation is taking place at school on 
Friday 2nd October. 

http://www.kentimmunisations.co.uk/


Sunflower Competition 

Just a reminder to send in 
your photographs and  

measurements as soon as  
possible.  Please email to: 

office@brabourne.kent.sch.uk 

Thank you 

Nourish 

We are delighted to see the children 
enjoying their lunches with our new  
caterer, Nourish. Wonderful smells have 
been drifting through the school each 
day, and feedback from the children has 
been overwhelmingly positive! A special 
thank you to our new head  cook, Elena, 
who has worked so hard to make the 
new meals a success. 

Children have three main meal choices each day: 
a meat dish, a vegetarian option or a jacket  
potato with fillings. There is also a salad cart 
where children can help themselves, alongside 
three dessert choices each day.  
Seconds—and sometimes even thirds—are  
frequently available! 

The children ‘place their orders’ with their class 
teacher each morning, choosing the meal they 
would like for lunch. 

If you would like your child to have school dinners, please 
book and pay for them in advance, using SchoolMoney.   

Remember, school meals are free for all children in Reception, 
Year 1 and Year 2.  For children in  
Reception, Year 1 and 2 to ensure the 
kitchen has the correct numbers for 
dinners each day please go to  
SchoolMoney and choose the days 
your child would like to have a lunch, 
you will not be billed for this. 

Parking 

A quick reminder that the school field is open for 

parent parking at the start and end of the school 

day. 

Please do make use of the field where possible, 

as this helps to reduce congestion around the 

school entrance and makes drop-off and  

collection safer and easier for everyone. 

Thank you for your continued support and  

consideration for our neighbours and the wider 

school community. 

Reading 
Reading with your child each day is one of the most important things you can do to support your child’s 
learning. It builds vocabulary, understanding and confidence, while nurturing imagination and a lifelong 
love of books. 

Books are integral to life at Brabourne. Children read individually, in groups and as a class, with core texts forming the  
foundation of our English curriculum for every child. These shared books inspire discussion, develop understanding and  
provide rich starting points for writing. 

Reading is a huge strength of our school, with the proportion of our Year 6 pupils achieving greater depth in reading over  
double the national average. The support families give at home plays a valuable part in helping our children flourish as readers. 

Please make time for reading every day, whether you listen to your child read, read aloud to them or take turns. Older children 
benefit from being read to as well, so keep sharing stories even when they can read independently. 

Talk about a favourite character, an unexpected event or an interesting word, and share your own thoughts too. Even a few 
minutes together can make reading a special part of your daily routine—something you both look forward to. 



With best wishes, Mr Stapley  

Headteacher 

Wrap Around 

May we remind you that places must be booked and paid for in 

advance for both Early Morning Club and Wrap Around.  To 

ensure we always have appropriate staffing levels, we cannot 

accept bookings on the day.  Details can be found here:  

Wrap around care - Brabourne Church of England Primary 

School. Please book in advance on School Money. 

COLLECTION FROM WRAP AROUND: Would you kindly collect 

your child(ren): Please collect your children promptly at the 

end of the session.  Late pick ups may be charged. 

PE and Outdoor Learning Days 

Please see below for our PE and Outdoor Learning days this term: 

Venus Class: Wednesday – PE 

Mars Class: Thursday –  Outdoor Learning; Friday – PE 

Neptune Class: Wednesday and Thursday – PE 

Jupiter Class: Wednesday and Friday – PE; Thursday – Outdoor Learning (Year 5 only to wear PE kits to school to wear during 
Outdoor Learning) 

Year 5: Swimming takes place on Thursdays 

Please ensure that children come into school wearing the appropriate kit on these days. 

Punctuality 

A quick reminder about punctuality and our school attendance  
procedures. 

The school day begins at 8:50am, when the morning register is taken. 
The register then closes at 9:05am. Children arriving after 8:50am 
but before 9:05am will be recorded as late, while arrival after 9:05am 
is recorded as arriving after the register has closed. 

Our afternoon register is taken at 1:00pm and closes at 1:15pm. 

We know that mornings can sometimes be busy, and we would like 
to thank parents and carers for their continued support in ensuring 
children arrive at school on time and ready to begin their day. Good 
punctuality helps children settle quickly, join in with learning from 
the very start and make the most of every school day. 

Thank you, as always, for your support. 

Rewards 

At Brabourne, we encourage every child to develop 

a growth mindset, turning ‘I can’t do it’ into ‘I can’t 

do it yet.’ We want children to understand that 

learning takes practice, mistakes help us improve, 

and asking for help is part of becoming a confident 

learner. 

You may see your child come home wearing a  

sticker to celebrate their work. For our infants, this 

might be a Rainbow or Shooting Star; for our  

juniors, a Gold or Out of This World award. These 

recognise achievement alongside the effort,  

perseverance and progress behind it: tackling  

something challenging, trying a different approach 

or using feedback to improve. What represents a 

significant achievement will look different for each 

child. 

We also present reward certificates each week, 

with special Gold, Silver and Bronze certificates 

awarded at our end-of-term church services, 

providing further opportunities to celebrate  

children’s achievements. 

Alongside learning, we celebrate the contribution 

children make to our school community. Citizenship 

badges are awarded during Celebration Worship to 

pupils who consistently put our school values into 

action through their everyday words, choices and 

behaviour. 

https://www.brabourne.kent.sch.uk/parents/early-morning-club/
https://www.brabourne.kent.sch.uk/parents/early-morning-club/
https://login.eduspot.co.uk/public/portal/parent/?app=schoolmoney&source=website&version=20190314


In Jupiter this week, we have continued 
to learn about World War 2.  We have 
been researching The Blitz and the 
different types of air-raid shelters  
available to protect people, which we are going to use 
to produce our own information poster about The 
Blitz.   

As part of our art and PSHE, we read 
a book called The Magical Yet by 
Angela DiTerlizzi; about a girl who 
discovers how powerful having a 
Growth Mindset can be.  We creat-
ed our own ‘Yets’ to support us 
when learning gets challenging and 
to remind us that we cannot do 
it...yet! 

Mars have had another fabulous fortnight. 

We have finished our English text 'The 

Queen's handbag' and have  

demonstrated some wonderful writing 

skills by retelling the story. We have also completed 

our unit on place value in maths and we have now 

moved on to addition and subtraction, learning all 

about part-whole models. We have been exploring an 

array of COOL time activities including consolidating 

our number line skills, sketching portraits of King 

Charles III, designing an Autumn poster, creating  

artwork of the creation story with oil pastels and  

ordering past kings and queens on a timeline. Keep it 

up, Mars class!  

We have had another lovely week in Venus Class!  

This week, we went on a beautiful nature walk 
where we used our senses to explore the world 
around us. We spotted a cricket, smelled lots of 

different herbs and listened carefully to the sounds around us – 
we could even hear sheep in the nearby field! The children loved 
slowing down and noticing all the wonderful things in nature. 

We have also been reading Owl Babies 
and talking about our own families and 
the people who are special to us. The 
children enjoyed getting creative  
outdoors and made their own families 
using different natural materials they 
found around the playground. 

In Maths, we have 
been learning all 
about measuring. We 
explored weight by 
using balance scales 
to compare different 
objects and talked 
about which  
objects were  
heavier and which 

were lighter. The children had great fun  
investigating and making their own predictions. 

Another busy and exciting week of learning in 
Venus! 

Class News 

Neptune class have been making the most of the 
nice weather this week.  In Science we explored 
vibrations in sound by feeling it through different 

musical instruments. 

 

In English we were thinking about the importance of  
chronological order and acting out our school morning.  Can 
you see what we are showing in these pictures? 

Picture by 

Elsie. 



For Mr Nourish’s birthday there will be a special menu on 
offer on Thursday 1st October.  Please use SchoolMoney 
to book and pay if your child would like to have a dinner 
next Thursday. Reception, Years 1 & 2 please also book, 
you will not be charged. 















Dear Parents and Carers, 

Exciting news! Your child has the  
opportunity to join their very own band 
through fun weekly music lessons here 
at our school.  

Through weekly band lessons, children 
can learn drums, electric guitar,  
keyboard or vocals, play songs they 
know and love, build confidence and  
enjoy making music with their  
bandmates. All instruments are  
provided and no previous experience 
is needed.  

If your child would like to join, you can 
enrol them here:  
  
Click Here to Enrol Your Child 
(If you’re not sure whether iRock is right for your child, all new starters are covered 
by a first lesson money-back guarantee.)  

To find out more, iRock has created a short year-group guide showing what  
children can learn and achieve through the iRock curriculum at each stage of  
primary school. 

Learn more about iRock by year  

If you have any questions, the iRock team will be happy to help. Please contact 
them on 0330 174 2655 or info@irockschool.com. 

 

https://u55906080.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.u7adEmb6a39te1piGy4m9LvtzEEWSByUhBZWq-2FPaJjXei0rqtFWjMJNpmYdL49rtrukb7hr9tfYkeqQaHSLmPlpCzo1G8YBIPA-2F8MnB1bSpGZo-2BUKdolcWkpfSU3DAeBCNkPxcWtSQe3uRQd9RwbL5vBPIQmwO-2FmilpOKBE4jh6E8kv09mBYzy8zenpJqfgzQ86FrKI
https://u55906080.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.u7adEmb6a39te1piGy4m9HsfBcmAX6wYuTHZNb9MWxDElK0a-2FxKRgBLeEHSsLLkLt8eEXgZn1Qlzzhj9BRd2cRs7F2q7KVIVuYLArUFNVOzC3I4rZWDvDNKu4WqxabYFV-2FHmIWqGDEhCLmJr22rXJMz4Dmv-2FfaJ3l7m4WhFms2PNnYIdcZ0wXKIPSxWnBU-2BeEAxICat
mailto:info@irockschool.com


The Norton Knatchbull School Y6 Open Mornings 2026 – Fill in form  

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/RbbEkCVmMZ



