
 

 

Substantive & Disciplinary knowledge in RE 

 

Intent 

 

Religious Education in a Church school should enable every child to flourish and to live life in all its fullness (John 10:10). It helps to educate for 
dignity and respect, encouraging all to live well together. 

At Brabourne Church of England Primary School, we follow this vision by helping children to acquire and develop knowledge and understanding 
of Christianity and of the other principal religions and worldviews represented in the UK. RE supports pupils in exploring how beliefs shape lives, 
values, and communities, and in developing the ability to make reasoned and informed judgements about moral and spiritual issues. 

RE at Brabourne reflects the overall aims, Christian values, and philosophy of our school. As a Church of England school, it plays an important 
role—alongside PSHE and the teaching of British Values—in promoting pupils’ spiritual, moral, social, and cultural (SMSC) development. 

 

Substantive Knowledge 

Through the Kent Agreed Syllabus and Understanding Christianity, pupils build secure knowledge of: 

• Core beliefs, teachings, and practices within Christianity and other principal religions and worldviews. 
• The ways in which belief influences identity, values, and behaviour in individuals and communities. 
• Key religious texts, symbols, festivals, and traditions, and their significance in believers’ lives. 

 

Disciplinary Knowledge 
 

Pupils also learn to think and enquire like theologians, philosophers, and social scientists through our Golden Threads of RE: 

• God – exploring different beliefs about God and the nature of faith across and within religions. 



 
• Community – understanding how faith shapes belonging, relationships, and collective identity within diverse communities. 
• Identity – reflecting on what it means to be human, and how beliefs and values influence personal choices, actions, and purpose. 

These threads run throughout our RE curriculum, enabling pupils to make meaningful connections between units of learning and to revisit key 
ideas as their understanding deepens. 

Through these disciplinary lenses, pupils learn to: 

• Think theologically – asking and exploring big questions about God, meaning, and existence. 
• Think philosophically – considering moral and ethical issues and how different worldviews approach them. 
• Think human and social scientifically – investigating how religion and belief are expressed and lived out in the modern world. 

 

Aims of RE at Brabourne 

• Acquire and develop knowledge and understanding of the principal religions represented in the UK. 
• Understand the influence of beliefs, values, and traditions on individuals, communities, societies, and cultures—from the local to the 

global. 
• Develop the ability to make reasoned and informed judgements about religious and moral issues. 
• Enhance spiritual, moral, social, and cultural development. 
• Develop positive attitudes of respect towards others who hold different beliefs and values, and towards living well together in a diverse 

society. 

 
End points: 

 
By the end of EYFS, children will: 

 

• Understand what makes them unique and special. 

• Know some festivals (Christmas, Easter, Harvest, Eid, Diwali, Chinese New Year) and explore rituals linked to them. 

• Use multi-syllabic vocabulary, such as religion, community, Christian. 

• Have listened to longer stories, and be able to remember much of what happens. 



 

• Know some stories from religious traditions. 

• Have explored places of prayer, worship and be able to talk about what happens there. 

• Be able to talk about people who are special to us, who belong to our family. 

 
By the end of key stage 1, children will: 

 

• Be able to describe what happens at festivals, ceremonies and rituals and talk about the beliefs behind them. 

• Be able to tell of the ways people express identity in belonging to a faith group and show how they are similar to another fa ith group. 

• Understand what happens in places of worship and describe how symbols and artefacts are used in each, appreciating some 
similarities and differences. 

• Be able to retell and suggest meanings for some religious and moral stories and say how they influence people today. 

• Be able to respond to big questions from different worldviews. 
• Be able to express ideas and opinions about moral questions of right and wrong. 
• Be able to share ideas and examples of cooperation between people who are different. 
• Be able to recall different beliefs and practices, naming key words, key figures and core beliefs. 

 
By the end of key stage 2, children will: 

 

• Be able to describe and show understanding of links between different sacred texts and how those faith teachings influence co 
mmunities and society today. 

• Be able to express understanding of the key concepts underpinning different faiths, linking sources of authority to belief. 
• Be able to make connections between the beliefs that underpin different celebrations, forms of worship, pilgrimages and ritua ls. 
• Be able to consider and apply ideas about ways in which diverse communities can live together for the wellbeing of all, responding 

thoughtfully to ideas about community, values and respect. 

• Demonstrate understanding of how people of faith express their identity and their spirituality through symbols and actions. 

• Be able to articulate the responses of different religions and non -religious worldviews to ethical questions, including ideas about 
what is right and wrong and what is just and fair. 

• Be able to offer some answers to ultimate questions from different religious and non-religious perspectives. 

• Show understanding of the challenges of commitment to a community of faith or belief, suggesting why belonging to a 
community may be valuable. 



 
IMPLEMENTATION 

At Brabourne Church of England Primary School, we follow the Kent Agreed Syllabus (KAS) for World Faith planning and the Understanding 
Christianity scheme for our Christian learning in RE. 

All Understanding Christianity units and the new KAS units use an enquiry-based learning model that encourages pupils to explore big questions 
about belief, meaning, and purpose. RE lessons take place discretely each week, with purposeful links made to other curriculum areas when 
relevant. 

The Understanding Christianity strand is structured as a spiral curriculum, allowing pupils to revisit and build upon key concepts from Reception to 
Year 6. These core theological concepts include: 

 
God, Creation, Fall, People of God, Incarnation, Gospel, Salvation, and the Kingdom of God. 

Curriculum Coverage 

Pupils study: 

Christianity, Judaism, Islam, Sikhism, Hinduism, Humanism, and World Faith Stories / Universal themes. 

Through these studies, pupils explore the life, teaching, death, and resurrection of Jesus within a wider historical and theological context. Planned 
progression ensures that children are increasingly challenged as they move through the school, deepening both their knowledge and 
understanding. 

Progress in RE is characterised by: 

• Acquiring wider and more detailed knowledge of religious and non-religious beliefs and practices. 
• Deepening understanding of the meaning of stories, symbols, events, and practices. 
• More fluent and accurate use of religious vocabulary and terminology. 
• Developing confidence in responding to questions of identity, meaning, purpose, values, and commitment. 



 
Golden Threads of RE 

Our RE curriculum is underpinned by three Golden Threads which run throughout all units of learning, shaping pupils’ disciplinary thinking and 
supporting deeper reflection: 

• God – exploring different beliefs about God, faith, and the divine across and within traditions. 
• Community – understanding how belief influences belonging, relationships, and shared values. 
• Identity – reflecting on what it means to be human and how beliefs and values shape who we are. 

These threads enable pupils to make meaningful connections between different religions, worldviews, and ethical questions, while revisiting key 
ideas as their understanding grows. 

Pedagogy and Classroom Practice 

RE lessons at Brabourne are inclusive and dialogic. They are hospitable spaces where everyone is valued, stereotypes are challenged, and 
curiosity is encouraged. 

• Pupils engage with and question religious and philosophical texts. 
• “I wonder…” questions encourage open enquiry and reflection. 
• Discussion, debate, and presentation of ideas promote the development of oracy and the use of subject-specific vocabulary. 
• Critical thinking and analysis are explored in age-appropriate ways through questioning, comparison, and interpretation. 

Pupils also have opportunities to ‘meet’ Christians and people of other faiths living out their beliefs today through video clips, visitors, and trips, 
with a focus on global Christianity and interfaith understanding. 

Typical RE Teaching Sequence 

1. Revisit prior learning and identify key concepts and second-order concepts being taught. 
2. Engagement – share a stimulus (e.g., artefact, story, image, or question) to introduce the lesson focus. 
3. Reflection and discussion – pupils respond using disciplinary knowledge and skills such as questioning, discussion, and debate. 
4. Main task – pupils develop their understanding through exploration, reasoning, and application. 
5. Assessment – pupils recall, summarise, and reflect on what they have learned. 
6. Further teaching – gaps in knowledge or misconceptions are addressed. 



 
Assessment and Knowledge Retention 
 

Each new unit begins with a Knowledge Organiser that outlines the key vocabulary, concepts, and skills pupils will explore. At the start of the 
unit, pupils create a mind map to capture their existing understanding of the key concept and Big Question. This is revisited at the end of the 
unit, allowing pupils to reflect on their learning journey, make connections, and clearly see how their knowledge and understanding have 
deepened over time. 

 
 

 
 

EARLY YEARS FOUNDATION STAGE 
 
ELG - People and Communities 

Children talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of family members. They know that other children don’t always 
enjoy the same things, and are sensitive to this. They know about similarities and differences between themselves and others, and among 
families, communities and traditions. 
 
Children in Venus class have weekly opportunities to explore and reflect on the RE curriculum either through adult led activities or play based 
experiences. During the reception year children may explore the world of religion in terms of special people, books, times, places and objects. 
They listen to and talk about stories from the bible as well as the stories upon which some other religious and cultural festivals are based, such 
as the story of Diwali. 
Children are encouraged to reflect on their own feelings and experiences and use their imagination and curiosity to develop their appreciation 
and wonder of the world in which they live. 
 
Children in the reception class participate in daily collective worship sessions and learn about and celebrate the main Christian festivals. They 
also have opportunities to attend the local place of worship alongside the rest of the school at periods throughout the year. 



 
 
 
 
IMPACT 

Assessment in Religious Education at Brabourne CEP School is ongoing and purposeful. Teachers make informal and formative assessments 
throughout lessons by observing pupils’ engagement, contributions, and recorded work (Years 2–6). This helps to inform future planning and 
ensure that misconceptions or gaps in understanding are quickly addressed through additional teaching and support. 

In the Early Years and Key Stage 1, teachers capture evidence of learning in a Big Book, which includes photographs, children’s reflections (verbal 
and written), and examples of practical activities, visits, speakers, and displays. This provides a rich record of each child’s developing 
understanding and spirituality. 

Children are encouraged to engage actively in self, peer, and group assessment, giving and receiving feedback in a positive, reflective way. As part 
of our assessment for learning approach, pupils receive verbal and written feedback that supports their progress and deepens their thinking. 

Summative assessment takes place each term using the Canterbury Diocese assessment framework, allowing teachers to track progress and 
identify next steps in learning. Data reviews are carried out termly to identify pupils working below expectations, so that targeted support or 
curriculum adjustments can be implemented. 

RE is monitored three times a year by the Subject Lead through learning walks, lesson observations, pupil and teacher voice, and collaboration 
with external specialists. Findings are reflected upon collectively to inform development priorities. 

To ensure consistency and high standards, moderation of written work takes place with other local Church of England schools. 

An annual survey gathers feedback from the wider school community, helping us to evaluate the overall impact of RE on pupils’ attitudes, 
understanding, and spiritual growth. Outcomes are discussed as a staff team, and any adjustments to teaching or curriculum design are made 
accordingly. 

Progress and attainment in RE are reported to parents three times a year, ensuring families are kept informed and involved in their child’s spiritual 
and academic development. 

 



 
 

Through this robust and reflective approach to assessment, we ensure that all pupils at Brabourne grow in understanding, empathy, and faith 
awareness—equipped to live out our school vision to flourish and live life in all its fullness (John 10:10). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
RE Curriulum Map (Kent Agreed Syllabus) 



 
 
 

The Golden Threads of RE: Weaving Core Skills Through Questions 

In Religious Education, the “golden threads” act as guiding strands that run through the curriculum, connecting 
pupils’ learning over time and across faith traditions. These threads—often centred on belief, community, 
belonging, identity, and meaning—give structure and coherence to RE, ensuring that pupils continually revisit key 
ideas in deepening ways. Yet, it is through questioning that these threads truly come to life and help deliver the 
core skills of RE. 

At the heart of effective RE lies the art of asking good questions. Questions encourage pupils not just to know 
about religion, but to think with religion—to explore, interpret, and reflect. When teachers use the golden threads 
as lenses for questioning, they nurture the key disciplinary skills that make RE distinctive. 

For example: 

• Investigating: Questions linked to the thread of belief—such as “What do different people believe about what is ultimate or sacred?”—
invite pupils to gather and compare evidence from sacred texts, traditions, and lived experience. 

• Interpreting: The thread of community can inspire interpretive questioning: “How do rituals help to express belonging in different faiths?” 
Pupils learn to make sense of symbols, actions, and meanings that lie beneath surface practices. 

• Reflecting: The thread of identity naturally lends itself to reflective questions: “What shapes my own sense of who I am, and how is that 
similar to or different from others’ experiences?” These promote self-awareness and empathy—vital human skills cultivated through RE. 

• Evaluating: The thread of meaning and purpose supports evaluative questioning: “What makes life meaningful? How do different 
worldviews answer this question?” Such enquiry nurtures critical thinking and respectful debate. 

When the golden threads guide teachers’ planning and questioning, pupils encounter RE not as isolated facts about religions but as a connected, 
evolving conversation. They learn to recognise recurring themes across traditions, develop curiosity about difference, and apply interpretive, 
analytical, and reflective skills in increasingly sophisticated ways. 

In this sense, the golden threads are more than curriculum devices—they are pathways for enquiry. Through thoughtful questioning around these 
enduring themes, RE becomes a discipline that not only informs but transforms: helping pupils to build knowledge, grow in understanding, and 
engage with the profound questions that shape human life. 

 

 



 
 
           
Progression in RE 

Progression in Religious Education is not simply about accumulating more knowledge; it is about deepening understanding. As pupils revisit the 
golden threads across key stages, their learning moves from simple awareness to informed interpretation and critical reflection. 

At the early stages, pupils begin by recognising and recalling key beliefs, stories, and practices. As they develop, they start to describe and 
explain, making links between beliefs, sources, and ways of life. By the upper years, pupils are able to analyse, evaluate, and reflect, using their 
knowledge to explore complex questions of belief, identity, and meaning. 

This progression is often described as moving from knowing → understanding → evaluating → applying. Through well-planned questions 
anchored in the golden threads, pupils are supported to move along this continuum, growing in both their knowledge of religions and worldviews 
and in their ability to think deeply about them. 

Ultimately, progression in RE is seen not just in what pupils can recall, but in how they reason, respond, and reflect — showing maturity in 
thought, empathy, and insight as they encounter the diverse ways people make sense of life. 

The diagrams below illustrate how pupils’ learning in RE develops over time through interconnected building blocks of knowledge, skills, and 
vocabulary. Each block represents essential components that support the next stage of understanding. 

• Knowledge provides the factual and conceptual foundation—what pupils know about religions and worldviews. 
• Skills show how pupils use that knowledge—investigating, interpreting, evaluating, and reflecting. 
• Vocabulary acts as the language of RE—enabling pupils to express complex ideas with precision and confidence. 

Together, these elements demonstrate clear progression, showing how pupils’ understanding deepens as they move through the curriculum. The 
golden threads weave through these building blocks, ensuring that learning in RE is coherent, cumulative, and conceptually rich. 

 



 

 



 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 

 



 
 

 



 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
Progression in vocabulary other religions 

 
KS1 LKS2 UKS2 

rules Quran believe Pesach values symbol 
sukkot story belonging special Shabbat sacred 
religion prayer nativity Muslim Hinduism 
priest 

rebirth reincarnation perseverance peace 
karma hope Hindu Hanukkah generosity 
friendship creator creativity courage 
compassion temptation shrine community 
conscience deity parable religious worship 
trinity trust thankfulness testament saint 
responsibility guidance moral sacrifice 
respect Dharma 

reflection Ramadan Muhammed prophet 
mosque judgement faithfulness Eid-ul-Fitr 
creation baptist atheist justice freedom rites 
of passage afterlife agnostic Sikh suffering 
synagogue spiritual poverty segregation 
commandments fairness principles sawn 
pilgrimage communion Hajj Sikhism 
empathise Salat 

 


