
An Introduction to Phonics and 
Reading at Brabourne School

A Workshop
for Parents and Carers



• An Overview of the Twinkl Phonics Programme at 

Brabourne.

• Phonics Progression in Reception and KS1.

• Reading in KS1.

• Phonics Support and Reading in LKS2.

• Reading in UKS2.



Did You Know…?
There are 26 letters in the alphabet but 

there are 44 sounds and over 100 
different ways of spelling them. 

This is why English is one of the most 
complex languages to learn!



Let’s look at an example.

Take the ‘gh’ as in the word cough = F

F

 Take the ‘o’ as in the word women  = i

i

 Take the ‘ti’ as in the word nation  = sh

sh

ghoti



What Is Synthetic Phonics?

o Synthetic phonics is a method of teaching reading 

and writing, in which words are broken up into 

their smallest units of sound or ‘phonemes’. 

o Children learn to associate a written letter or 

group of letters, known as ‘graphemes’, with 

each phoneme. 

o Sounds are then joined or ‘blended’ together 

into words for reading or, conversely, whole 

words are broken down or ‘segmented’ into their 

sounds for writing.

o It is the UK’s most preferred method of teaching 

phonics. 

o Sounds are taught in a prescribed order starting 

with s, a, t, p, i, n, as this allows for the most 

words to be made from the start, such as ‘sat,’ 

‘tap’ and ‘pin’.



What Are the Benefits of Synthetic Phonics?

Children progress through 
the stages as they are ready.

Planning ensures 
progression and 

coverage.

Children can attempt new 
words working from 

sounds alone.

Reading and writing 
become practices that are 
developed hand in hand.



Phonics Terminology
Here is some of the terminology you might hear as your children begin to learn phonics. 

Phoneme the smallest unit of sound in words

Grapheme the written representation of a sound

GPC (Grapheme-Phoneme 
Correspondence)

being able to match a phoneme with the correct grapheme and vice 
versa

Blending joining individual speech sounds together to read a word

Segmenting breaking down words into individual speech sounds to spell a word

Digraph two letters making one sound e.g. ‘sh’ 

Trigraph three letters making one sound e.g. ‘igh’ 

Split Digraph two letters making one sound which are divided by a consonant e.g. 
the i_e sound in the word ‘side’

Tricky/Common 
Exception Words

words that are not fully decodable such as ‘the’ and ‘was’

Sound buttons circles or spots that can be written underneath a sound to support 
reading  

Sound bars lines that can be written underneath digraphs or trigraphs to show that 
the letters make one sound

Mnemonic a visual prompt to help children remember a sound 



What Is Taught and When?

Twinkl 
Phonics Level

Number of 
Teaching Weeks

Recommended Year 
Group (UK schools)

Age of 
Children

Level 1 36 Nursery/Preschool 3-4 years

Level 2 7 Reception 4-5 years

Level 3 12 Reception 4-5 years

Level 4 5 Reception 4-5 years

Level 5 30 Year 1 5-6 years

Level 6 30 Year 2 6-7 years

Level 1 continues to 
be taught alongside 

the other levels.

This is just an overview. 
We understand that 

every child progresses 
at their own pace.



Level 1

o listen attentively;

o enlarge their vocabulary;

o speak confidently to adults and other children;

o discriminate different sounds including phonemes;

o reproduce audibly the phonemes they hear in words;

o orally segment words into phonemes.

Level 1 is taught in 
Nursery/Preschool.

By the end of Level 1, 

children will have had 

the opportunities to:

These learning opportunities are presented 
through 7 Aspects.



What Are the 7 Aspects of Level 1?



Level 2

o identify the phoneme when 
shown any Level 2 grapheme;

o identify any Level 2 grapheme 
when they hear the phoneme;

o orally blend and segment CVC 
words such as, ‘sat’ and ‘pat’;

o blend sounds to read VC words 
such as, ‘if’, ‘am’, ‘on’ and ‘up’;

o segment VC words into their sounds to 
spell them (using magnetic letters);

o read the tricky words (words that cannot be 
sounded out): the, to, I, no, go.

Level 2 is taught in 
Reception.

By the end of Level 2, 
children will have had 
the opportunities to:



Level 2



Level 2 Actions and Mnemonics

Every sound has a corresponding action and mnemonic which helps 
children to remember them. You can support your child by modelling 

the same sounds and actions at home.



Level 3

o say the phoneme when shown all or 
most Level 2 and Level 3 graphemes; 

o find all or most Level 2 and Level 3 
graphemes, from a display, when 
given the phoneme; 

o blend and read CVC words (single-syllable words 
consisting of Level 2 and Level 3 graphemes) 
such as ‘chop’ and ‘night’; 

o segment and make phonetically plausible 
attempts at spelling CVC words (single-syllable 
words consisting of Level 2 and Level 3 
graphemes) such as ‘paid’ and ‘seed’; 

Level 3 is taught in 
Reception.

By the end of Level 3, 
children will have had 
the opportunities to:

o read the tricky words - he, she, we, me, be, was, 
my, you, her, they, all, are & spell the tricky words -
the, to, I, no, go;

o write each letter correctly 
when following a model.



Level 3 Actions and Mnemonics

It is really important that children learn to form the letters using the correct letter 
formation when writing. As they are introduced to a new sound, children are taught 

how to write it correctly. It would be great if you could also model this at home. 



Forming the Letters



Level 4

o give the phoneme when shown any 
Level 2 or Level 3 grapheme; 

o find any Level 2 or Level 3 grapheme 
when given the phoneme; 

o blend and read words containing adjacent 
consonants as well as segment and spell words 
containing adjacent consonants, such as ‘sand’, 
‘bench’ and ‘flight’;

o read the tricky words - some, one, said, come, do, 
so, were, when, have, there, out, like, little, what & 
spell the tricky words - he, she, we, me, be, was, 
my, you, here, they, all, are; 

o write each letter, usually 
using the correct formation; 

o orally segment words into phonemes.

Level 4 is taught in 
Reception.

By the end of Level 4, 
children will have had 
the opportunities to:

No new sounds are taught in Level 4.



Level 5

o give the phoneme, when shown any grapheme that 
has been taught; 

o for any given phoneme, write the common graphemes; 

o apply phonics knowledge and skills as the primary 
approach to reading and spelling unfamiliar words 
that are not completely decodable; 

o read and spell phonically decodable two-syllable and 
three-syllable words such as ‘dolphin’ and ‘parachute’;

o read automatically all taught tricky and common 
exception words; 

o accurately spell all the Level 2, 3 and 4 tricky words 
and most of the common exception words for reading; 

Level 5 is taught in 
Year 1.

By the end of Level 5, 
children will have had 
the opportunities to:

o form each letter correctly; 

o use alternative ways of pronouncing and representing 
the long vowel phonemes.



Level 5 Mnemonics

The new sound is displayed within a word linked to the mnemonic for Level 5. 



Level 5 Overview



Year 1 Phonics Screening Check

In June, all year 1 children are 

expected to complete the Year 

1 Phonics Screening Check.

The aim is to check that a child is making progress 
in phonics. They are expected to read a mixture of 
real words and ‘nonsense’ words. (Nonsense words 
can also be referred to as ‘pseudo’ or ‘alien’ words) 

If a child has not reached the 
expected standard, schools must 
give additional support to help the 
child to make progress in year 2.

Children who have not 
passed the check in year 1 
will have the opportunity to 
retake it in year 2. 



How You Can Help Your Child at Home

Work on listening skills, taking turns and 
encouraging your child to look at you 
when you are speaking. 

Practise segmenting and blending words. 

Look for familiar sounds and words in 
the world around you. Such as, when in 
the supermarket, can your child find 
words on your shopping list or 
recognise letters on food packaging?

When outside, can they recognise 
letters on street names or on car 
number plates? 

When in the house, can they recognise 
letters or words in magazines or 
letters you receive?

Read to and with your child every day.



Level 6

o read accurately most words of two or more syllables; 

o read most words containing common suffixes; 

o read most common exception words; 

o read most words accurately, in age-appropriate books, 
without overt sounding and blending, fluent enough to 
allow them to focus on their understanding rather than 
on decoding individual words; 

o sound out most unfamiliar words accurately, without 
undue hesitation; 

o segment spoken words into phonemes and represent 
these by graphemes, spelling many of these words 
correctly and making phonetically plausible attempts 
at others; 

Level 6 is taught in 
Year 2.

By the end of Level 6, 

children will have had 

the opportunities to:

o spell most common exception words correctly.

At this stage, the idea is that 
children can read hundreds of 
words automatically. They are 
now reading for pleasure and 
reading to learn rather than 
learning to read.



Level 6 Overview



Level 6 Mnemonics



Reading in KS1



Books to Support the Reading Journey!

A numbered book will be given to your child to read that includes the 

recently taught phonics. Many of our books begin with the recapping of 

focus sounds and tricky/common exception words.

Your child will read several books at this level to practise and 

consolidate this recently taught phonics. They will also develop fluency 

and comprehension skills by reading several books at the same level. 

The goal is for children to move away from learning to read, to reading 

to learn by the time they complete KS1.



Example Contents



Building Fluency with Rereading

Read 1 - Blending: When your child first tackles a book with phonics that they 

have recently learned, their main focus will likely be on decoding the words and 

getting the blending right. 

Read 2 - Fluency: If they reread the book they’ll be much more familiar with the 

sounds and will be able to concentrate more on the fluency.

Read 3 - Comprehension: Following on from the fluency comes the 

understanding. This is a perfect time for discussion and questioning. Many of 

our books have reflective prompts.

At Brabourne, we encourage these 3 reads before moving on.



Example Contents



Complete Comprehension



Reading for Pleasure

There are many opportunities for reading for pleasure, from 
‘Book Buddies’, reading book exchanges, book weeks or 

enjoying books in the class reading corners or in the lodge at 
breaktimes.



Phonics Support and Reading in LKS2





Phonics Support and Reading in LKS2

Children do not all learn at the same speed and at Brabourne we are 

mindful of ensuring everyone achieves at their own pace.

We continue to support children who did not pass the Phonics 

screening test by regularly repeating phonics assessment, 

identifying gaps and then providing an intervention to explicitly teach 

those with gaps.

Some children who pass the phonics reading test who seem to still 

find reading a challenge are read with more regularly with and texts 

(reading books and text in class) are chosen to help support and 

build confidence in reading.



Phonics Support and Reading in LKS2

How is my child's reading level decided?

In Years 3 and 4, children begin to access formal styles of 

assessment. This helps to build their confidence and show what 

they have learnt throughout the term.

Children are also listened to regularly in class (whole class 

reading/reading with an adult/reading from the board/reading to 

each other/reading their work to an adult etc) and this helps form a 

overall teacher judgement.

This data is then used to direct children to the correct colour book 

band. We no longer have or use the term 'free-reader'.



Phonics Support and Reading in LKS2



Phonics Support and Reading in LKS2



How can I help at home?

• Read regularly
• Ask lots 

of questions

• Link with other 
areas of interest

• Read for pleasure



Reading in UKS2



National Curriculum 
Expectations

By the time children reach year 5, they should 
already be familiar with a wide range of text 
types, including fiction, non-fiction, plays, 
poetry and reference books.

Throughout year 5 and year 6, children will 
continue to develop comprehension skills 
which will ensure that they fully understand the 
text they’re reading.

It is important to remember that not all 
children learn at the same speed. Some 
children may find certain areas of 
comprehension trickier than others.

The most important aspect to develop is an 
enjoyment of reading.



National Curriculum 
Expectations

By the time they leave year 6, children are 

expected to:

 increase their familiarity with a 
wide range of books, including myths, 
legends and fiction from 
our literacy heritage;

 recommend books to their peers;

 identify themes across a wide range of 
texts;

 make comparisons within and across 
books;

 understand and explain the meaning of 
words in context;

 draw inferences from a text and justify 
these with evidence;

 summarise the main ideas from more than 
one paragraph

 use stated or implied details to make 
predictions about what may happen next; 

 retrieve, record and present information 
from a non-fiction text;

 distinguish between statements of fact 
and opinion; 

 discuss and evaluate the author’s choice 
of language; 

 provide reasoned justifications for their 
views.



What Can You Do 
to Help?

As a parent or carer, there are many 
things that you can do to support 
your child with understanding what 
they are reading.

Provide a Choice of Reading 
Materials
Why not visit the library together or 
have a look at interesting articles 
online? Having something that 
children really want to read can make 
a huge difference to their motivation.

Show That You Read Too
The next time you discover 
something interesting while reading, 
share it with your child. It doesn't 
have to be from a book; just showing 
that you find reading interesting can 
provide a real boost for reluctant 
readers.

Make Reading Fun
Reading should never seem like a 
punishment or a chore. Try playing 
games related to the book or try 
reading something that you both 
enjoy. Remember, you do not just
have to read ‘books’: you could enjoy 
a newspaper, a reference book or 
even a comic together. 

Ask Lots of Questions
Even if you’re not reading together, 
make sure that you still ask questions 
about what your child is reading and 
their opinion on it.



Year 6 SATS

Each year in May, year 6 children in 
England take part in a SATs reading 
paper. This paper is designed to 
test children’s reading and 
comprehension skills across all 
areas of the curriculum. The test 
consists of two parts:

• a reading booklet (typically containing 
three texts which increase in difficulty 
throughout the booklet)

• an answer booklet (containing a variety of 
questions about each of the texts, each 
relating to one of the eight content 
domains) Children have one hour to complete as 

many questions as they can. Children 
are expected to read the text 
themselves and no help can be given.



KS2 Reading Content Domains

Each question in the KS2 SATs relates to one of the eight content domains from the National 
Curriculum, shown below.

2a: Give/explain the meaning of words 
in context.

2b: Retrieve and record 
information/identify key details 
from fiction and non-fiction.

2c: Summarise main ideas 
from more than one 
paragraph.

2d: Make inferences from the 
text/explain and justify 
inferences with evidence from 
the text.

2e: Predict what might happen 
from details stated and 
implied.

2f: Identify/explain how 
information/narrative content is 
related and contributes to 
meaning as a whole.
2h: Make comparisons within 
the text.

2g: Identify/explain how 
meaning is enhanced through 
choice of words and phrases.



Word Meaning

Your child needs to work out the meaning of 
unknown words and phrases using context 
clues.
Read around the target word to see how it is 
being used in the text.

2a: Give/explain the meaning of 
words in context.

What Types of Questions Could You Ask?

Content domain 2a is all about understanding 
the meaning of words in context. To help your 
child practise this content domain, try asking 
these questions when they’re next reading.

 What does this word tell us about the 
character/setting/atmosphere?

 What does that imply/suggest/indicate 
about…?

 What does this word/phrase mean?

 The author has used the word to 
describe the main character. Can you 
think of a different word?

 Can you find a word in this paragraph 
which means the same as ?



Retrieval

Go into a text and just simply retrieve the 
facts and key details.
Touch the answer in the text before you fish 
it out.

2b: Retrieve and record information/identify 
key details from fiction and non-fiction.

What Types of Questions Could You Ask?

Content domain 2b is all about retrieving key 
details from a text. To help your child practise 
this content domain, try asking these 
questions when they’re next reading.

 Where is the story set?

 Where did go?

 What did do when ?

 Which paragraph tells you ?

 Who are the key characters in the book?



Summarising

Your child has to summarise the main 
point(s) or main event(s) of a paragraph or 
text.
Find and talk about the main points of the 
text.

2c: Summarise main ideas from more than 
one paragraph.

What Types of Questions Could You Ask?

Content domain 2c is all about summarising 
the main ideas or events in a text. To help 
your child practise this content domain, try 
asking these questions when they’re next 
reading.

 What is the main theme/argument in this 
paragraph?

 Can you describe what happened in this 
paragraph/chapter? 

 Using less than 20 words, 
can you write a new blurb for this book?

 Can you remind me about ?

 What moment do you remember most 
from ?



Inference

Hunt for clues in a text about how someone 
might be feeling or why something is 
happening.
Use clues from the text and your own ideas 
to work out the answer.

2d: Make inferences from the text/explain 
and justify inferences with evidence from the 
text.

What Types of Questions Could You Ask?

Content domain 2d is all about making inferences 
and justifying them using evidence from the text. 
To help your child practise this content domain, 
try asking these questions when they’re next 
reading.

 Why did the character behave like that?

 What do they seem to think about each 
other?

 What does think? How do you 
know?

 What makes you think ?
Can you find evidence to support that?

 What do you think will happen to the 
main character now? Can you give a 
reason for your answer?



Prediction

Try to see the future and work out what might 
happen next from clues in the text.
Decide what is most likely to happen next in 
the text.

2e: Predict what might happen from details 
stated and implied.

What Types of Questions Could You Ask?

Content domain 2e is all about making 
predictions. To help your child practise this 
content domain, try asking these questions 
when they’re next reading.

 What do you think is going to happen 
next?

 What do you think is likely to happen when 
?

 Do you think the author has another plan 
for ?

 Based on what you know about the 
character/event, how do you think the 
story will develop next?

 Do you think the character will change 
their behaviour in the future? What 
evidence can you find to support your 
answer?



Relationship/
Comparison

Discuss the structure and content of 
a paragraph/text and compare 
events and characters.

2f: Identify/explain how 
information/narrative content is 
related and contributes to meaning 
as a whole. 2h: Make comparisons 
within the text.

What Types of Questions Could 
You Ask?

Content domain 2f and 2h are all 
about making comparisons within the 
text and commenting on how the 
content of a text contributes to the 
meaning. To help your child practise 
this content domain, try asking these 
questions when they’re next reading.

 How does the layout help you to 
understand the text?

 Compare one character to another. How 
are they different or similar?

 How has the character changed during 
the text?

 What was the most effective/thought-
provoking moment of the story?

 Look at the section titled . Why has 
this been included in this text?



Word Choice 

Spot examples of ambitious vocabulary and figurative 
language, and explain how the words/phrases that 
have been used add to the meaning of the text.
Talk about the effect of words and groups of words 
used in the text.

2g: Identify/explain how meaning is 
enhanced through choice of words and 
phrases.

What Types of Questions Could You Ask?

Content domain 2g is all about recognizing 
why certain words or phrases have been 
used. To help your child practise this content 
domain, try asking these questions when 
they’re next reading.

 How has the choice of words created a 
feeling of ?

 Look for an example of a simile in the text. 
How does this add meaning?

 Look for an example of a metaphor in the 
text. How does this add meaning?

 Look for an example of personification in 
the text. How does this add meaning?

 How does the author show that the 
character/setting/atmosphere is ?



Reading Every Day
 read with them or let them read 

independently every day;

 ask a variety of questions about what 
they have read, even if they’re reading to 
themselves;

 set up a special place dedicated to 
reading;

 make sure that you have a variety of reading 
materials available, such as newspapers, fiction 
texts, non-fiction texts, online articles or reference 
books; 

Children should be given the opportunity to 
read every day. This can either be by 
themselves or with another person.

It’s important to remember that you can still ask 
questions afterwards even if your child prefers to 
read on their own. Try asking them to summarise 
what they’ve just read or ask them if they’ve 
discovered any new words. You can always look 
up the meaning in a dictionary together.

Why not set up a special reading area in your house? 
Try to make somewhere quiet and comfortable where 
reading is fun.

 show that you enjoy reading too by 
sharing things you’ve discovered;

 make sure that reading is seen as a fun and 
enjoyable activity rather than a punishment or a 
chore.

Recap



Thank you for coming to our 
Phonics and Reading Workshop.


