
A love of reading is the biggest indicator 

of future academic success.
OECD (The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development)



How many times have you 
already read today?



Research shows that the critical age at which 
children learn to be good readers and writers 
is between three and seven. We ensure that 
we provide rich opportunities to talk, listen 
and build as wide a vocabulary as possible to 
form a solid foundation for reading, writing 
and spelling.



At Brabourne, Reading is at the 
heart of all we do.



• One to one

• Pair

• Group

• Whole Class

• Guided reading

• Weekly comprehension

• Incidental

• Opportunities for reading for pleasure are integrated into the school day. 
These include relaxing and stimulating reading areas in all classes, ‘drop 
everything and read’ moments, reading buddies, parent readers, reading 
incentives and competitions.

Reading at Brabourne



Phonics – fluency



making connections between the sounds 

of our spoken words and the letters that 

are used to write them down.

Phonics is:



Blending to read words



• Phonics: How to pronounce pure sounds | Oxford Owl – YouTube

• Phonics: How to blend sounds to read words | Oxford Owl - YouTube

Supporting your child with phonics

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UCI2mu7URBc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vqvqMtSNswo
https://youtu.be/-ZtjFIvA_fs
https://youtu.be/qDu3JAjf-U0
https://youtu.be/DvOuc7cWXxc


Terminology 
Phonics terminology - YouTube

Phoneme Split vowel digraph 

Grapheme Blend 

Digraph Segment

Trigraph

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KtJj1v90JHo


Teaching order 



Reading and spelling 



Tricky words 

Wednesday

the

ought

know

whole



We use assessment and 
professional judgement to 
match your child the 
right level of book



This means that your child should: 

• Know all the sounds and tricky words in 
their phonics book well

• Read many of the words by silent 
blending (in their head) – their reading 
will be automatic

• Only need to stop and sound out about 
5% of the words– but they should be 
able to do this on their own.

Reading a book at the right level in 
YR/KS1



Assessments of reading age/comprehension



Reading strategies



Y1 phonics test
Y2 re-take phonics test
Y2 SATS assessment – to end
Y6 SATS

Assessment in all year groups



Comprehension
Asking questions and reflection



By the time children become fluent readers they should be able to 
discuss their favourite authors and to compare books they have read. 
They should be able to express their personal reading preferences and 
to predict what may be about to happen in the plot. Children should 
have developed their comprehension skills and be able to use evidence 
from the text to justify their answers and opinions. They should also be 
able to extract information from non-fiction texts and be able to reuse 
that information in their own words.



Comprehension:
deduction, inference, interpretation and identifying an 
author's viewpoint, and how to understand, select and 
retrieve information.



Inference

Interpretation

Author viewpoint

Deduction

Retrieving information



Reading Paper 1 Example Page:



Reading Paper 2 Example Page:



Example of KS2 reading questions

Vocabulary formed a LARGE 

part of last previous papers. 

The knowledge of the 

vocabulary and the ability to 

gain meaning of unknown 

words from the context was 

tested thoroughly.





Reading at home



Books going home



• Children in the Infants will bring home 
phonetically decodable books each week, 
matched to their phonics level. These are 
books for your children to read to you at 
home. 

• Children will read daily in phonics lessons 
as well as being read with individually 
throughout the week, with a view to 
reading in small groups later in the year.

• Any children needing further reading 
practice will be given additional support.

How do we teach reading in books?



• Your child should be able to 
predominantly read their school 
assigned book without your help.

• If they can’t read a certain word, read 
it to them or help them break it 
down.

• Talk about the book and celebrate 
their success.

Listening to your child read their 
phonics book



The shared book is for YOU to read:

• Make the story sound as exciting as you can by 
changing your voice.

• Talk with your child as much as you can:

o Introduce new and exciting language

o Encourage your child to use new vocabulary

o Make up sentences together

o Find different words to use

o Describe things you see.

o There are questions in the front of your child’s 
reading record to support comprehension.

• If you’d like additional inspiration when reading at 
home, please speak with your class teacher.

• Making time to read is vital, but we understand that 
families are busy. Please approach us if you’re finding 
things challenging at home, and we’ll support as much 
as we can. 

Read to your child



Reading a book and chatting had a positive impact a year 
later on children’s ability to…

• understand words and sentences

• use a wide range of vocabulary

• develop listening comprehension skills.

The amount of books children were exposed to by age 6 
was a positive predictor of their reading ability two years 
later.

Reading at home is crucial for many reasons, including (but 
certainly not limited to) building positive relationships with 
family members, vocabulary enrichment, listening and 
attention skills, igniting imaginations, and fostering a love 
of reading and learning.

The most important thing you can 
do is read with your child

Parental involvement in the development of children’s reading skills: A five-year longitudinal study (2002) Senechal, M. and Lefvre, J



One of the greatest gifts adults can 

give is to read to children 
Carl Sagan


