
Year 3- Suggested book list 

 

  

Adventures of the Little Wooden Horse 

Ursula Moray Williams, Vivian French 

 

Proud and brave, Uncle Peder had never made so fine a horse before. The little wooden horse loves Uncle 

Peder like a father and hopes never to leave him. When the toymaker falls on hard times, the little wooden 

horse must go out into the world to seek his fortune. But whether he's working in a coal mine, walking the 

tightrope in a circus, or gathering pirate treasure, the loyal little horse has only one desire: to return to his 

beloved master's side. First published in 1938, Adventures of the Little Wooden Horse is well-loved modern 

children's classic. 

 

 

 

  

Carbonel 

Barbara Sleigh 

 

This is the story of a cat, a broomstick and an ordinary schoolgirl called Rosemary. She bought them both in the 

market, quite cheaply. Of course, neither the cat nor the broomstick were just what they seemed, and they 

turned up just when Rosemary badly needed something nice to happen to her. A good cat is apt to be 

independent, so she did not have things all her own way, and as Carbonel proved to be a Royal cat in a very 

special sense, that was understandable. Between the cat and the broomstick, Rosemary picked up some useful 

spells and magic, and the adventures they brought about turned a dull-looking holiday into one long to be 

remembered for its unexpected excitements and rewards. 

 

 

 

  

Charlotte's Web 

E. B. White 

 

This title presents the tale of how a little girl named Fern, with the help of a friendly spider, saved her pig Wilbur 

from the usual fate of nice fat little pigs. 

 

 

 

  

Finn Family Moomintroll 

Tove Jansson 

 

Poor little chap! He had been turned into a very strange animal indeed ...Although they're small, fat and shy 

creatures; Moomins have the most amazing adventures. It all begins when Moominpappa tries on a magic hat 

that makes exciting and funny things happen. 

 

 

 

  

Flat Stanley 

Jeff Brown 

 

Stanley Lambchop is an ordinary boy with an extraordinary problem. One night, a giant pinboard falls on top of 

him leaving him completely flat. At first, Stanley enjoys the benefits of his strange predicament - it can be fun 

going in out of rooms simply by sliding under the door. And it's a hoot being posted to your friends in California 

for a holiday. But it's not always easy being different, and, once the novelty begins to wear off, Stanley wishes 

he could be just like everybody else again. But how will he ever fill out? 

 

 

 

  

Grk and the Pelotti Gang 

Joshua Doder 

 

A trip to Brazil should be fun, right? Well, it's certainly exciting, as Tim and his dog Grk zip through the streets of Rio 

at high speed after the notorious Pelotti gang. Then their plane crashes in the jungle, and they find themselves 

having to fight to the death on the world's biggest waterfall. Will it be enough to stop the most dangerous 

criminals in South America? You'll just have to read to find out! 

 

 



 

  

Highway Robbery 

Kate Thompson 

 

'Hold the mare for me, lad. And when I come back I'll give you a golden guinea.' It's more money than the street 

urchin has ever dreamt of. But who is the rider, and why is there so much interest in his big black horse? And will 

the boy ever see the money he has been promised? There's highway robbery in the air, but it isn't always entirely 

clear just who is trying to rob who. 

 

 

 

  

How the Whale Became and Other Stories 

Ted Hughes 

 

 

 

 

 

  

If You Could See Laughter 

Mandy Coe 

 

If You Could See Laughter is Mandy Coe's first collection of poetry for children. An award-winning poet, Mandy 

Coe is an educational specialist in poetry in schools and has been commissioned by CBeebies, the Book Trust, the 

Barbican and National Poetry Day to write poems and educational material for children of all ages. Her poetry 

has been described as '!literally spell-binding'. 

 

 

  

Ivan the Terrible 

Anne Fine 

 

This is a very funny new story from one of our best-loved authors. It's Ivan's first day at his new school, and Boris is 

told to look after him, and translate for him, because Ivan can only speak Russian. After all, St Edmund's is a 

civilized school. Only problem is, Ivan isn't civilized. So when Ivan starts greeting people as 'lowly shivering worms', 

and asking for words in English like 'crush' and 'mutilate', Boris realises that he's going to have his work cut out for 

him. And that's just the start of the day...Little does he know that Ivan will leave a lasting influence, and that he 

himself will never enjoy listening to nursery rhymes ever again...This is a classic Anne Fine story - very funny and 

very real. 

 

 

 

  

Mr Mumbles 

Barry Hutchison 

 

Kyle's imaginary friend from childhood is back! with a vengeance. Kyle hasn't seen Mr Mumbles in years. And 

there's a good reason for that: Mr Mumbles doesn't exist. But now Kyle's imaginary friend is back, and Kyle doesn't 

have time to worry about why. Only one thing matters: staying alive! A major series from a fresh new talent, 

brought to you by the publisher that put horror on the map. 

 

 

 

  

Mr. Majeika 

Humphrey Carpenter 

 

As a rule, magic carpets don't turn up in schools, but this is exactly what happens when Class Three's new teacher 

flies in through the classroom window and lands on the floor with a bump. Mr Majeika can behave just like any 

ordinary teacher if he wants to, but something has to be done about Hamish Bigmore, the class nuisance, and so 

he uses a little magic to turn him into a frog. And to everyone's delight it looks as if Hamish will have to remain a 

frog because Mr Majeika can't remember the spell to turn him back again! With Mr Majeika in charge, suddenly 

life at school become much more exciting - there's even a magic-carpet ride to Buckingham Palace! 

 

 



 

  

Noah Barleywater Runs Away 

John Boyne 

 

In Noah Barleywater Runs Away , bestselling author John Boyne explores the world of childhood and the 

adventures that we can all have there. Noah is running away from his problems, or at least that's what he thinks, 

the day he takes the untrodden path through the forest. When he comes across a very unusual toyshop and 

meets the even more unusual toymaker he's not sure what to expect. But the toymaker has a story to tell, a story 

full of adventure, and wonder and broken promises. And Noah travels with him on a journey that will change his 

life for ever. This is a thought-provoking fable for our modern world from the author of the bestselling and critically 

acclaimed Boy in the Striped Pyjamas . 

 

 

 

  

One Thousand and One Arabian Nights One Thousand and One Arabian Nights 

Geraldine McCaughrean 

 

This is a completely original version of the Arabian Nights Stories by award-winning author Geraldine 

McCaughrean. In order to delay her inevitable execution, Queen Shaharazad tells her murdering husband, King 

Shahryar, a wonderfully exciting story every night. The King is used to a new wife every day, only to put her to 

death the following day, but finds himself so intrigued in the magical stories Shaharazad tells, he can't bring 

himself to kill her. Night after night she tells her wonderful stories until the King starts to realize that he won't be able 

to live without them... 

 

 

  

Ottoline at Sea 

Chris Riddell 

 

Ottoline and Mr. Munroe do everything and go everywhere together. That is, until the day Mr. Munroe 

mysteriously disappears leaving a strange clue written in string Armed with her Amateur Roving Collectors' travel 

pass Ottoline sets off on a journey over, under and on top of the sea to find her hairy best friend and bring him 

back home. 

 

 

 

  

Please Mrs. Butler Verses 

Allan Ahlberg, Julia Eccleshare 

 

This witty collection of poems about school is full of typical classroom events that will be recognized and enjoyed 

by everyone: the candid revelations in a pupil's newsbook, the problem of copycats, bickering, making up, 

swaps, picking teams and forming gangs. Fritz Wegner's line drawings beautifully complement the hilarious and 

poignant verses. Please Mrs Butler was voted the most important twentieth-century children's poetry book in a 

Books for Keeps poll. 

 

 

 

  

The Hundred-mile-an-hour Dog 

Jeremy Strong 

 

Streaker is a mixed-up kind of dog...with quite a bit of Ferrari and a large chunk of whirlwind...Streaker is no 

ordinary dog. She's a rocket on four legs with a woof attached, and Trevor has got until the end of the holidays 

to train her. If he fails, he'll lose his bet with horrible Charlie Smugg, and something very, very yucky involving 

frogspawn will happen... 

 

 

 

  

The Ogre of Oglefort 

Eva Ibbotson 

 

When a Hag, an orphan boy called Ivo, Ulf the troll and wizard Brian Brainsweller are sent to rescue a princess 

from an ogre, they briefly consider running away and hiding. Can they be any match for the gruesome, terrifying, 

ghastly, flesh-eating Ogre of Oglefort? But not all is as it first appears - the Ogre is depressed and the princess 

doesn't want to be rescued. The Norns, who rule their fates, decide to take things in hand and send a gang of the 

vilest, most petrifying ghouls to get the job done properly... 

 

 



 

  

The Outlaw Varjak Paw 

S. F. Said 

 

Having saved the city cats from a fate worse than death, Varjak Paw finds himself the elected and popular 

leader of a new gang - a gang that supports freedom and kindness for all. But will the pressure take its toll on 

this brave, yet sometimes naive cat? Soon, the city erupts in an all-out gang war as the evil Sally Bones 

attempts to control the lives of all cats. Horrified and outnumbered, Varjak and the others must fight for their 

freedom or die trying; can Jalal's Way really be the best way? This is another thrilling adventure, eagerly 

awaited by all Varjak fans, both young and old. 

 

 

 

  

The Owl Who Was Afraid of the Dark 

Jill Tomlinson 

 

Plop, the Baby Barn Owl, is like every Barn Owl there ever was, except for one thing - he is afraid of the dark. 

Dark is nasty he says and so he won't go hunting with his parents. Mrs Barn Owl sends him down from his nest-

hole to ask about the dark and he meets a little boy waiting for the fireworks to begin, an old lady, a scout 

out camping, a girl who tells him about Father Christmas, a man with a telescope and a black cat who 

takes him exploring. He realizes that through these encounters that dark is super after all. 

 

 

 

  

The Sam Pig Story Book 

Alison Uttley 

 

 

 

 

  

The Worst Witch 

Jill Murphy, Julia Eccleshare 

 

Mildred Hubble is the worst witch at Miss Cackle's Academy for Witches - she's always getting her spells wrong. 

But she manages to get by until she turns Ethel, the teacher's pet, into her deadly enemy. 

 

 

 


