
Phonics 

EYFS 

Whilst children settle into school in the Autumn term, and baselines are completed, the children will spend the initial weeks working on the different 

aspects of Phase 1. The length of time spent on this will vary according to the needs of the cohort. 

The children will continue to work on the Aspects of Phase 1 through the learning opportunities and enhancements to the provision that is provided 

throughout the year. These again may vary and alter to reflect the needs of the cohort but will include opportunities to develop speaking and listening skills, 

environmental/instrumental and body percussions, rhythm and rhyme, alliteration, vocal sounds and oral blending and segmenting skills.  

Phase 2: Speaking and listening activities continue to be the focus for learning throughout this phase. The children are introduced to at least 19 letters and 

start to move from oral segmenting and blending to segmenting and blending with letters. By the end of this phase children should be able to read VC and 

CVC words and spell them using magnetic letters or writing letters on whiteboards or with chalks etc. They will also learn to read some HF ‘tricky’ words: 

Phase 3: Throughout this phase children will be taught another 25 graphemes. Most of these will comprise of 2 letters (e.g. oa). Segmenting and blending 

remains a key focus and two-syllable words and captions are introduced. At this stage the children can represent about 42 phonemes (sound) by a 

grapheme (letter/s that represent a sound). If children are ready then nonsense words are introduced at this stage.  

Phase 4: The purpose of this phase is to consolidate children’s knowledge of graphemes in reading and spelling words containing adjacent consonants and 

polysyllabic words. Phonics is the step up to word recognition. The automatic reading of all words both decodable and tricky is the ultimate goal, 

 

Term 1 Please see note above. 
 
Once children are settled they will begin the Letters 
and Sounds Phonics Programme and cover the 
following 
Phase 2 
Set 1: s a t p 
Set 2: i n m d 

High Frequency Words Tricky Words 

Term 2  
 
 
 
at as a 
is it in at  
and dad on can 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Set 3: g o c k  
Set 4: ck e u r 
Set 5: h b  f/ff  l/ll  ss 

not got get mum 
up him back but big his if off of had 

to the 
no go I 

Term 3 Phase 3 
Set 6: j v w x 
Set 7: y z/zz qu 
 
Consonant Digraphs:  
ch sh th ng 
 
Vowel Digraphs/Trigraphs:  
ai ee igh oa 
Oo/oo or ar ur 
Ow oi ear air  
ure er 
 
Letter Names 
Consolidation as necessary 

 
 
 
 
 
Will that then this them with 
 
 
See 
Too look 
for 

 
 
he she 
 
 
we me be 
 
 
was 
my 
you 
they 
 
her all are 

Term 4 

Term 5 Phase 4 
Reading and spelling CVCC words 
Reading and Spelling CCVC words 
Reading and spelling words with adjacent consonants 
Read and spelling two-syllable words 
 
 

 
Went  
from  
children  
it’s Just help 

 
Said so 
Have like some come 
were there little one 
Do when out what 
 

Term 6 

 

 

 

 



Year 1 

Phase 5: The purpose of this phase is for children to broaden their knowledge of graphemes and phonemes for use in both reading and spelling. They will 

learn new graphemes and alternative pronunciations for these and the graphemes they already know. Children will become quicker at recognising 

graphemes of more than one letter and will learn how to use the appropriate graphemes for spellings. 

 

  Common Exception Words (Reading) Common Exception Words (Spelling) 

Term 1 Phase 4 (Consolidation from Reception) 
Reading and spelling CVCC words 
Reading and Spelling CCVC words 
Reading and spelling words with adjacent consonants 
Read and spelling two-syllable words 
‘ay’ saying /ai/ (pay, say) 
‘oy’ saying /oi/ (toy, boy) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
could, should 
would, want 
 

 
 
 
 
 
said, so 
have, like 
 

Term 2  ‘ie’ saying /igh/ (tie, pie) 
‘ea’ saying /ee/ (read, seat) 
‘a_e’ saying /ai/ (snake, take) 
‘i_e’ saying /igh/ (bike, like) 
‘o_e’ saying /oa/ (bone, home) 
‘u-e’ saying /yoo/ (cube, tube) 
‘e_e’ saying /ee/ (these, even) 
 

oh, their 
Mr, Mrs 
love, your 
people, looked 
 
called, asked 
 

come, some 
were, there 
little, one 
go, when 
 
what, could 
 

Term 3 ‘ou’ saying /ow/ (cloud, proud) 
Long vowel sounds (learning new pronounciations of 
‘a’, ‘e’, ‘i’ ‘o’ and ‘u’) 
‘ch’ saying /c/ (school, Christmas) 
‘ch’ saying /sh/ (chef, chute) 
‘ir’ saying /er/ (girl, bird) 
‘ew’ saying /yoo/ and /oo/ (stew, blue) 

water, where 
who, why 
 
thought, through 
 
work, house 
because, different 

should, would 
want, their 
 
Mr, Mrs 
 
love, your 
asked, called 
 



Term 4 ‘aw’ and  ‘au’ saying /or/ (paw, haunt) 
‘oe’ and ‘ow’ saying /oa/ (toe, slow) 
‘wh’ saying /w/ (white, whale) 
‘g’ saying /j/ and ‘c’ saying /s/ (magic, slice) 
‘ph’ saying /f/ (phone, elephant) 

friend, also 
once, please 
lived, coming 
Monday, Tuesday 
Wednesday, Thursday 

who, why 
thought, through 
work, house 
many, laughed 
because, different 

Term 5 ‘ea’ saying /e/ (bread, head) 
‘ie’ saying /ee/ (chief, thief) 
Consolidation of Phase 5 

more, before 
January, February 

many, eyes 
friend, once 

Term 6 See below.   

 

 

Year 2 

Phase 6: This phase is generally taught throughout Year 2 and focuses on spelling rules such as suffixes, prefixes and spelling patterns when adding suffixes; 

for example, doubling the consonant when adding –ed to hop = hopped.    During this Phase, children will also learn other pronunciations for graphemes 

that are required in the Year 2 National Curriculum objectives that do not generally appear in the Phonics Screening Test at the end of Year 1. 


