
 Things we have covered this week: Ideas you may want to try at home linked to our learning at school: 

Phonics  To ensure the children receive the best support depending on their reading and phonetic ability, 
this term we have made smaller groups to be able to facilitate this.  

 This week we have been looking at CCVC words and learning how the initial two sounds blend 
together as in stop and grab. We have been decoding sentences with CCVC words and 
remembering to re-read them once we have decoded them.      

 I have printed off a game each for you to play at home if you wish. You will need a counter for 
each player and a dice. Read each word that your counter lands on. The first one to reach the 
end is the winner but you can only move forward if you can read your word correctly. Have 
fun.  
 

 
  

Literacy  This week we have been finding out about minibeasts. 

 We have been looking at a non-fiction book called Bug Quiz and we have been finding out about 
the features of non-fiction texts – contents page, glossary etc.   

 We created our own Bug Quiz by choosing a minibeast and writing a set of clues for our friends to 
guess what we chose.  

 We have been singing the song Please Don’t Squish Me 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U8DCeXc16MA 

 

 Sing the song we have been learning this week – Please Don’t Squish Me - to someone at 
home.  

 Can you describe a minibeast to someone at home? Carefully think about the clues you will 
give them to try to guess what you have chosen.  

Maths  This week we have been deepening our knowledge of numbers 11-20 and are getting very good at 
understanding how we can make these amounts.  

 We have been using the hundred square and have started to spot patterns within it. 

 We have been using the tens column to count in 10’s to one hundred and have learnt that 10 lots 
of 10 make 100.  
 
 

 Can you remember how to count in 10’s. Show someone at home.  

 Use the 100 square to help you if you need it or to see if you can spot more number patterns 
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/learning-to-count/paint-the-squares  

 
 

Topic 
 
Minibeasts 
What is an 
insect?  

 This week we have been learning about minibeasts and what they are  (creatures with no 
backbone) We also learnt that some minibeasts can be called insects, but only if they have 6 legs.  

 We went on a minibeast hunt in the school garden and found lots of cool creepy crawlies and 
enjoyed looking at these under a magnifying glass and a microscope. Their patterns were 
incredible. 

 We made 3D minibeasts using craft materials and also created some observational drawings of 
minibeasts using charcoal. We learnt to smudge and blend the charcoal to create different effects.  

 In PE we begun to learn how to play cricket and used bats to try and hit a ball.  

 Have a look in your garden and see which minibeasts you can find hiding there.  

 Use playdough to create a minibeast. Think carefully about the shapes you will need and how 
you could mould them.  
 
 

 

Next week we will hopefully be making some bug hotels for our outdoor area. Please could each child bring in an empty and clean metal tin (think baked 

bean can). Ring pull style ones are the best as once the lid has been removed it does not leave a sharp edge. We will need these by Wednesday 12th May.  

Thank you for all your continued support. Have a lovely weekend.  

Mrs Winchester 
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