


  

Rich Tudor Women 
Tudor England is famous for its beautiful and ornate 
clothing, particularly during the reign of Queen Elizabeth 
I. Elizabeth I was known for the 2000 beautiful dresses 
that she left behind.  
 
Clothes were a means of displaying how wealthy a 
person was. Rich people could afford clothing made of 
fine wool, linen or silk. Their clothes were decorated with 
jewels and embroidered with gold thread. 
 
Rich ladies wore padded skirts held up with loops. Over 
these went bodices and colorful floor-length gowns. 
 
Watch this clip to see how women would dress: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JhixELCadQY 
 
 
 



  

Rich Tudor Men 
Rich men wore white silk shirts, frilled at the neck and 
wrists. Over this they wore a doublet (a bit like a tight-
fitting jacket), and close-fitting striped trousers (called 
hose). 
 
Everyone wore their hair shoulder length. Not 
everyone wore the same clothes, the rich would wear 
fancier versions decorated with gold and jewels. 
 
Middle class Tudor people would wear slightly plainer 
versions. 
 
 
 



  

Ruffs and Stomachers 

Stomachers  
A stomacher is a decorated triangular panel that filled the front opening of a 
gown. They usually had bones in them and could be tightened within a ladies 
corset. Women wore them to make their waists look smaller. 

Ruffs 
Men and women wore what is known as a ruff, 
which is a circular collar made from crimped or 
pleated cotton or linen sometimes trimmed with 
lace. It covered the neck, chin and shoulders. No 
rich person felt properly dressed to impress unless 
he or she was wearing a ruff. Like so many Tudor 
clothes, it gave a strong signal about the wealth and 
importance of the person wearing it. 
 

Why? 
It was all to do with 
fashion, a bit like a new 
pair of Nike air force ones. 



  

What did the 
poor wear? 

Poor people wore simple, loose-
fitting clothes made from woollen 
cloth. Most men wore trousers 
made from wool and a tunic which 
came down to just above their 
knee. Women wore a dress of wool 
that went down to the ground. They 
often wore an apron over this and a 
cloth bonnet on their heads. 
 

What did children 
wear? 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/
bitesize/clips/z3x6n39 
 



  

Your task: 
Using everything you have found out to create your own Tudor costume. 
You could do this however you like but I’d like to see your face in it. You 

may like to do it on a computer or make it 3D using recycled bits and 
pieces you find or you could paint it, draw it and colour. It’s up to you! 




