
What did Elizabeth I look like? 
 

• In the sixteenth century, people were very interested in finding out what their Queen looked like. 
Without television and the internet, people had to rely on artist paintings to see what the Queen 
looked like. 

• Elizabeth I wanted to ensure that everyone who saw these portraits were impressed by her; she 
wanted to look strong and powerful, beautiful and clever. She controlled what the artists were 
allowed to include in the portraits and requested that they add features to them. 

• Elizabeth I only posed for a portrait on eight occasions throughout her life, yet, over 200 paintings 
were produced. 

 
`Do you notice any of the following symbols in any of the first picture of Elizabeth? Circle them if you can.  



	  

Ears and eyes hidden within the dress show that 
Elizabeth hears and sees everything so knows 

what is happening in her country. 
 

Rainbow - bringing peace after stormy times. 
 

Flower and pearls – signs of youth and purity 
(being unmarried) 

 
A jewelled globe – wise in both heart and mind 

 
Jewelled glove – men will fight a duel for her 

honour. 
 

Bridal hair – youth and being unmarried 
 

Huge head dress – Elizabeth will always provide 
food to her people 

 
Serpant – a sign of wisdom 

 
Heart – Elizabeth os loving to her people 

 
Angel’s wings – a sign of heavenly knowledge 

given by God. 
 
 



Below are some paintings of Elizabeth that she deemed acceptable. For each picture, draw and label any 
symbols you notice that would make Elizabeth seem a strong and powerful queen and say why you think 
that. I have done a few examples to get you started. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	  
	  
 
 
 
 

 

She’s facing the light and away from the 
dark – good things will happen 

Her hand is on the world showing she has control of it 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Which portrait above do you think Elizabeth would’ve been most happy with? Explain your answer using the labels you 
have just written. 

 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Curls and pigtails to show how youthful she is 



Create your own image of Elizabeth. Add symbols that you think are the most powerful to this sketch of Elizabeth I using 
all that you have learnt so far and some symbols below to help. (You can download and print this picture from the school 

website under Jupiter learning links) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
In reality, Elizabeth probably looked more like 
the image à. It is said she had black teeth; a 
hooked nose, rough blotchy skin and she wore a 
red wig. 
 
 
Watch this Horrible Histories clip to get more of 
an idea 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UBBcuF9YJK0 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  


