Parts of a Plant and Pollination

Match up these parts of the plant with their meaning. Sketch a picture of a plant and add the labels.

Releases pollen, which

Petals brushes onto insects when
they land on a flower.
Absorb water and minerals
Leaves _
from the soil.
Attract insects and birds to
Stem
the plant.
Make food for the plant
Roots .
from CO2 and sunlight
Transports water around the
Anther
plant.




. At this other flower the pollen

from the first flower will fertilise

Pollination: how insects P O I. I. INa t on RIRsgE sl oA keasas.

help plants to make seeds

Insects take pollen between flowering plants of
the same type. The pollen fertilises egg cells to
make seeds.

Pollen enters
the flower here

2. Om nom nom. While eating at this
flower some of the pollen has rubbed
off on me by accident.

1. The bright colours and smell of that
flower tell me that it's got the sugary
nectar [ love to eat and the pollen I
feed to my kids. Yum!

Eggcells are [}
fertilised by
pollen and
grow into

'------------------

\




Attracting Pollinators

Look at the flowers that you have found, they are all designed to spread pollen to other flowers so that those other
flowers can make seeds. Can you see the pollen on the flowers you have found? The pollen from many trees
(conifers, hazels, willows, birches) is spread by the wind, and this makes the flowers look quite different, they are
often smaller and don’t have brightly coloured petals. Pollen from other flowers is spread by insects visiting the
flowers to collect a sweet liquid called nectar to drink, this kind of flower has pollen that is quite sticky and is carriec
to other flowers on the insect. Can you see any insects collecting nectar? Flowers use different ways of attracting
insects to them; colour, smell and pattern. Bees tend to like flowers that are blue or purple and butterfly’s like
yellow, orange and red flowers.

il ARKIVE

Can you find flowers that:

© Duncan McEwan / naturepl.com

are scented to attract insects puff out pollen into the wind



